
209Ickes and Fowler were well acquainted before Fowler took the reins at the DNC in
January 1995.  They had worked together on the 1980 Democratic National Convention, and had
served together for many years (and still do) on the DNC’s Rules and By Laws Committee.  
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any previous election in U.S. history.  By early April 1995, the Finance Chairman and Finance

Director of the DNC had moved to the Clinton/Gore ‘96 Committee headquarters to establish the

finance arm of the President’s re-election campaign.  Over the subsequent 19 months, Harold

Ickes would oversee a close coordination of the finance and budget functions of the DNC and

Clinton/Gore ‘96 to ensure that sufficient money was raised to wage and support the President’s

campaign.  

Since January 1994, Ickes had served as White House Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy

and Political Affairs.  In that role, he had both substantive and political duties within the

Administration.  It was Ickes who contacted Fowler late in 1994 and asked if he would accept the

DNC’s national chairmanship.209  Ickes also participated subsequently in the selection of other

key DNC officials under Fowler.  

By early 1995, Ickes had become the Administration’s point man for contact with the

DNC and the Clinton/Gore ‘96 Committee.  As that year progressed, Ickes said a larger and

larger focus of his work was to ensure the re-election of the President.  Ickes stated that he

closely coordinated the efforts of both political organizations with regard to fund-raising goals

and results, as well as scheduling of the President’s and the Vice President’s time for finance 


